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that from now on Western Australia will
become the best State educationally—
primary, secondary, and tertiary.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. R. F, Claughton.

EASTERN GOLDFIELDS TRANSPORT
BOARD ACT AMENDMENT BILL
(No. 2)

Second Reading
Debhate resumed from the 13th October.

THE HON. R. H. C. STUBBS {South-
East) (8.57 p.m.]: The Bill before us is for
an Act to amend the Eastern Goldfields
Transport Board Act, 1946-1970, It is only
a small measure—in fact, it could be
termed 8 mini, because it is long enough
to cover the subject and short enough to
be effective.

As the Minister said, the Bill is to alter
the econstifution of the board in order that
it can be reorganised because of the altera-
tions to the local authorities in that area.
In that respect it is a machinery measure.

Members might recall that on the gold-
fields there was the Shire of Kalgoorlie,
the Town of Boulder, and the Town of
Kaleoorlie. The Town of Boulder and the
Shire of Kalgoorlie ceased to exist, leaving
the Kalgoorlie Town Council and the
Boulder Shire Council. It is necessary to
appoint two representatives from the local
authorities to be members of the Eastern
Goldfields Transport Board, and also one
member from each local authority to
represent the ratepayers. There will be
a Government nominee appointed by the
Governor, and he will be the chairman.
Each local authority will submit a nominee
to the Government as its choice for chair-
man. Of these the Government will
choose one, and he will be the chairman.

It is Interesting to note that this is the
first time the board has shown a profit
on its undertakings. This is because of a
greater number of passengers carried.
There is a service to Coolgardie and the
board runs a school bus service to and
from Kambalda as well as a passenger
service. There is also a service to Scotia,
and these are in addition to the services
which are operated around the town.

The upsurge of mining in the goldfields
is reflected in the Eastern Goldfields
Transport Board’s operations. I have no
desire to prolong the debate on the sub-
ject. I am therefore pleased to support
the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Commitiee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

1249

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL
THE HON. L. A. LOGAN (Upper West—
Minister for Local Government) [9.01
pm.]: I move—
That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 20th October.
Question put and passed.
House adjourned at $9.02 p.m.

Legialative Asspmbly

Wednesday, the l4th October, 1970

The SPEAKER (Mr, Guthrie) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (41): ON NOTICE
1. TOWN PLANNING
Badgingarra Townsite
Mr. TOMS, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Town Planning:
(1) When were plans for the townsite

at Badgingarra approved hy the
. Town Planning Department?

(2} What progress has been made with
the scheme up to the present
time?

(3) When can the local authority and
interested parties expect action
for the building of same, and the
fulfilment of the scheme?

Mr. LEWIS replied:

{1) September, 1969.

(2) and (3) Negotiations are current
with the shire, the Lands Depart-
ment, and the Town Planning
Department.

2. POLICE
Housing: EKalgoorlie

Mr, T. D. EVANS, to the Premier:

(1) Is he in receipt of a letter from
the police union of workers rela-
tive to the serious housing short-
age facing police officers stationed
at Kalgoorlie?

(2) When, and what action will he
taken to rectify the position?

Sir DAVID BRAND replied:

(1) Yes, on the 9th October, 1970.

(2) The matter js under consider-
ation.

3. LAND
Building Blocks: Sale at Kununurra
Mr. RIDGE, to the Minister for
Lands:
(1) When 1is it proposed to conduci
the next housing land sale at Kun-
unurra?
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(2) Will he take steps to have any
unsold properties made avallable
for purchase on an over-the-
counter bhasis at the upset price?

(3> If “No” why not?

Mr. BOVELL replied:

(13 A sale of 35 residential sites was
held at Kununurra on the 27th
May last, at which eight lots only
were s50ld. Most of the lots passed
in were subsequently disposed of
‘to the State Housing Commission,
Medical Department, and Depart-
ment of Native Welfare.
Arrangements for a further auc-
tion sale, which will be held at an
early date, are nearing finality.

(2} and (3) Any lots passed in at the
forthcoming sale will be available
for direct disposal under the pro-
visions of section 41A of the Land

Act.
) EDUCATION
Pastoral Industry Training School:
Kimberleys

Mr. RIDGE, to the Minister {for
Education:

(1) In the matter of training young
men for eventual employment in
the pastoral industry, could he
advise if consideration has ever
been given to the prospect of
creating a pastoral industry train-
ing school at either the Kimberley
or West Kimberley Research Sta-
tion?

(2) If such a proposal has been con-

sidered and found to be impractic-
able, will he indicate why?

(3) If it has not, will he cause to
have the suggestioh thoroughly in-
vestigated?

Mr, LEWIS replied:

(1) The Kimberley and West Kimber-
ley Research Stations are under
the control of the Department of
Agriculture. The Education De-
partment has no plans to estab-
lish a training school,

(2) Answered by (1).

(3) Yes.

This question was postponed wuntil
Tuesday, the 20th Qctober,

BRIDGE
Fitzroy Crossing

Mr. RIDGE, tc¢ the Minister for

Works:

(1) Has the Main Roads Department
any firmm plans for the provision
of a high level bridge over the
Fitzroy River in the vicinity of
Fitzroy Crossing?

[ASSEMBLY.]

(2) If “Yes” will he provide details
as to the loecality of the proposed
structure and indicate when it is
hoped to commence construction?

(3) If “No” what long-range plans
does the department have in rela-
tion to the matter?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) Several sites are being evaluated
anad no decision has yet been made
regarding the exact location of the
propased structure. The depart-
ment’s financial planning provides
that work on this bridge will com-
mence during 1972,

(3) Answered by (2).

JUVENILE OFFENDERS
Traffic Act: Notification of Parenis

Mr. W. A, MANNING, to the Minister

for Police:

(1} Is there provision for parents ic
be notified of juvenile prosecu-
tions under the Traffic Act?

(2) If not, is there any reason whjy
this should not be required par-
ticularly in cases where parent:
and juvenile (for whom parent:
are responsible) live at different
addresses—possibly one in the
eountry?

Mr. BOVELL {for Mr. Craig), replied:

(1) Yes, where an arrest is made the

police are required to notify the
parents and the Child Welfarec
Department.
There is no provision for notifica-
tion of parents where a notice it
issued to & juvenile that he is re-
quired fo attend the Children’s
Courf, although the notice in-
cludes the advice “your father or
mother or some responsible aduli
relative should accompany you.”

{2) Further investigations will be
made on the point raised by the
honourable member.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Two Rocks, Yanchep

Mr. TONKIN, to the Minister fqm

Electricity:

(1} Will the supply of electricity to :
caravan park on Two Rocks en.
able it to be extended to a sub
division on Two Rocks?

(2) What is the basis of the sharing
of costs by the State Electricit:
Commission and Taylor Woodrov
Bond Pty. Ltd. in conhection wit}
the extension to the caravar
park?

(3) What criteria give an extension t
the caravan park at Two Rock
a higher priority than Myalup?

(4) When was this new policy of shar
ing costs first adopted?
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Mr. NALDER replied:

1§y

2)

3

4)

Not necessarily. Further extens-
ions may he considered after the
extension to the caravan park has
been completed.

(a) The cost of the proposed ex-
tension from the Two Rocks
road to the caravan site has
heen paid for by Taylor
Woodrow Bond Pty. Ltd.
Depending on the develop-
ment completed at the time
the connection is required, the
extension from existing mains
to the boundary of the site
will either be a normal justi-
flable extension or Taylor
Woodrow Bond Pty. Ltd. will
be required to enter into a
contributory extension scheme
agreement.

No priorities. Both extensions will
proceed as soon as possible after
the applicants concerned have
complied with the requirements of
their respective proposals.

‘The contributory extension scheme
commenced in 1959 and a capital
contribution was made a condit-
ion of all such extensions in 1966.

(b}

This question was postponed.

Mr.

RAILWAY SLEEPERS
Imports
H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Industrial Development:

1)

(2)
(H

4)

Mr.

1)
(&3]
(4)

Mr.

What number of railway sleepers
were imported into Western Aus-
tralia. during the last 18 months?

What was the total value of such
imporiations?

From what source were these rafl-
way sleepers obtained?

What number of railway sleepers
is it expected will be imported in
the next 12 months?

COURT replied.

Nil that I know of.

and (3) See answer to (1).

130,000. These sleepers are for
the Paraburdoo extension of the

Hamersley Iron railway and are -

being imported from Malaysia. A
contract for a further 290,000
Western Australian sleepers for
this project has been awarded to
Bunning Bros. Pty. Lid.

HOSPITAL
Denmark
H. D. EVANS, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Health:

(1}

Has Bnancial provision been made
in the current year’s spending hy
his department for the previously

12.

13.

2)

1)

2)

Mr.
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announced improvements to the

Denmark Hospital to proceed in

the 1970-71 year?

If not, will he indicate the full

position regarding the future of

this hospital? :

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

Yes—planning is proceeding in
order to provide for the Denmark
Hospital improvements, but it is
not necessary to provide staff
accommeodation as previously en-
visaged, It is expected that the
new huilding will be on site early
in 1871.

Not applicable.

EDUCATION
School Canteens: Subsidy
BATEMAN, to the Minister for

Education:

Should an order be placed in 1970
to build a schoal canteen, would
this disqualify the parents and
citizens' association who have
placed the order from receiving
the new subsidy as outlined in the
Premier’s Budget speech to grant
a subsidy on a dollar for dollar
basis?

. LEWIS replied:

A building project completed after
the 1st January, 1971, will qualify
for the new subsidy payment,

RAILWAYS DEPARTMENT

Mr.

Proposed Accommodation
MAY, to the Minister for Rail-

ways:

n

)
@

(4)

(3)

Mr.

(1)
(2)

3

4)

Is a new administrative building
proposed for the Western Austra-
lian Government Railways?
Where will the building be
located?

When will construction be com-
pleted?

What branches of the Railways
Department will be accommodated
in the new building?

What is the estimated cost of the
proposed building?

O’CONNOR replied:

Yes.

Within the railway reserve in
close proximity te the new ter-
minal building on the western
side.

Construction is dependent on
funds but the proposal contem-
plates compietion by the end of
1973.

All branches of the department
will be accommodated in the new
bullding.
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14.-

15.

(5) Architects are at present compil-
ing an estimated cost but indica-
tive cost of the building is
$3,900,000.

SURFBOARDS
Safety Measures

. BURKE, to the Premier:

Further to my question 11 of
the Tth May, 1970, regarding the
manufacture and design of surf-
boards, will he please advise the
Government’s decision?

Sir DAVID BRAND replied:
The Governtment has accepted re-
commendations from the Execu-
tive Committee of the Water
Safety Division to the effect that—
(a) no legislation is required at
the present time;
educational publicity will be
given to the need for accid-
ent prevention in aquatic
sports with particular atten-
tion to the type and use of
surfhoards.

(h)

RAILWAY PROPERTY
Central City Area: Disposal
Mr. BURKE, to the Minister for Rail-
WAYS:

(1Y Has the Treasury approval been
given for the disposal of any
Western Australian Government
Railways property in the central
city area?

If “Yes” what is the location of
the property invelved, and what
was the official valuation?

OQ'CONNOR replied:
No.
Answered by (1).

2)

Mr.
1)
@

16 and 17. These questions were postponed.

18.

DELINQUENT CHILDREN
Institutions: Expendilure

Mr. BURKE, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Child Wel-
fare:

(1> Would he indicate the total ex-

penditure on institutions for
delinquent children in the last five
years?

(2} Would he list the institutions and

the total expenditure on each?
. BOVELL replied:

$2,981,179.

Riverbank—$884,807.

Hillston—$869,384.

Longmore—3$1,155,074.

Nyandi—$71,914.

0y
(2}

19.

20.

21.
22.

[ASSEMBLY.1

HOUSING
High Density Rental Accommodation
Mr. BURKE, to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) {a) Do persons who accept rental
accommodation of high den-
sity type retain their right to

single-house rental accom-
modation when their turn is
reached;

(h) if not, are these applicants
advised -of this fact on ac-
cepting the allocation of a
flat?

Are applicants for rental accom-
modstion advised that to decline
flat accommodation does not affect
their right to medium density,
terrace, duplex, and single-house
accommodation when their turn is
reached?

', O'NEIL replied:

(1) (a) and (b} No. The acceptance
of high rise or medium density
accommodation is deemed to be
satisfaction of the application for
rental accommodation.

No. However, if an applicant,
upon declining the offer of a flat,
requests that his application re-
main listed for {errace, duplex
and/or single house accommoda-
tion, then this is done.

2>

(2)

EMPLOYMENT BROKERS ACT
Amending Legislation

Mr., BURKE, to the Minister for

Labour:

(I Will he assure the House that
amendments to the Employment
Brokers Act will be introduced in
the current session?

If not, why not?

O'NEIL replied:

and (2) Submissions made by the
Employment Agents Association
and others are still being consid-
ered. T am, therefore, unable to
give the assurance requested.

{2)
Mr.
(n

This question was postponed,

VEHICLE INSPECTIONS
Merredin

Mr. GAYFER, i{o the Minister for
Police:

{1}y Wheat is the estimated cost of the
proposed buildings for Merredin
in which the police will carry out
their vehicle examination and
other licensing work?

What are the estimated salaries
that will have to be paid to the
extra two policemen and the
vehicle examiner to he stationed
at Merredin?

2)
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{(3) What equipment will be needed
t0 police traffic and examine
vehicles at Merredin?

What will be the cost of this
equipment?

Are the personnel costs and equip-
ment costs expected to escalate
year by year (apart from ordin-
ary wage and margin increase)?

BOVELL (for Mr. Craig) replied:

The proposal to erect such a
building at Merredin has been de-
ferred and no estimated cost has
heen arrived at.

A final decision concerning the
staffing of the Merredin station
has not yet been made, but on the
basis suggested by the honourable
member, the estimated cost would
be $11,500 for the first year.

A radio equipped patrol car, a
headlight tester, brake meter,
jacks, amphometer, lighting plant,
signs, and sundry tools.

$4.,000.

No. After the first year,
should reduce. .

4

(5)

Mr.
§ )

2

(3

(4)

(5) costs

PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Boxing Day

Mr. DAVIES, to the Minister for
Lahour:

(1) Will Boxing Day, the 26th De-
cember, 1570, be a gazetled public
holiday?

If so, will those who do not norm-
ally work on a Saturday be
granted a day in lieu?

Will any different circumstances
apply to Public Works Depart-
ment ‘“day labour” employees?
Mr. O'NEIL replied:

(1) Boxing Day is a nomingied public
holiday under awards of the W.A.
Industrial Commission and under
the Factories and Shops Act, 1963,
It is, therefore, not necessary to
gazette the holiday.

No. When Boxing Day falls on a
Saturday, it is observed on that
day in accordance with the awards
and the Act.

(3) No.

2)

3>

2)

ROAD TRANSPORT
Perth-Albany

Mr. COOK, to the Minister for Trans-

port:

(1) Is it correct that an overnight
road transport service between
Perth and Albany is to be oper-
ated by Mayne Nickless?

(2) M so, what goods will be trans-
ported?

25,
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(3) What is the anticipated effect,
both in freights handled and re-
venue, that this move will have
on railway operations?

Mr. O°’CONNOR replied:

(1) The Transport Commission has
received no application and has
no knowledge of any proposal for
such a service.

(2} and (3) Answered by (1).

STATE SHIPPING SERVICE
Operations South of Fremantle

Mr. COOK, to the Minister for Trans-

port:

(1) Has a study been made into the
feasibility of operating State
ships from Fremantle {¢ southern
ports and return?

If so, on what date did the study
commence and conclude?

Would he table the results of the
study?

. O’CONNOR replied:

A feasibility study. as such, has
not been made. Inquiries as to
the possibility of State Shipping
Service vessels servicing south
coast ports have been considered
but have bheen rejected on econ-
omic grounds.

(2)

3

1)

(2) and (3} Answered by (1.
SEWERAGE
Albany
Mr. COOK, to the Minister for

Water Supplies:

(1) What is the total amount to be
spent on sewerage works in
Albany during 1970-71?

Would he detail the areas con-
cerned and the nature of work
to be undertaken in each area?

Would he detail the amount to be
spent in each area?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

$125,000.

(a) Reticulation of a part of the
area bounded by Angove. Col-
lingwood, and Cockburn
Roads, and Park Street.

Reroute diseharge from
Cockburn Street pumping
station to Middleton Beach
pumping station. Work in-
cludes provision of a pumping
main and a main gravity
sewer via Middleton Road.

Minor sewer extensions with-
in the sewered area,
Purchase of land for waste
water freatment works to
serve the North Lockyer area,
and further investigations.

2)

3)
My,

(1)
(2>

(b)

)
d)
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(3}

27
Hygiene: United States Requirements

Mr.

[ASSEMBLY.]
(a) $35,000. 1)
(b} $60,000.
(¢) $15,000.
(d) $15,000.
(5)
ABATTOIRS

GRAHAM, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

1)

2

—

1)

2)

28,

Mr.

In what specific iterns do abattoirs
in this State, or operations in such
abattoirs, fail to measure up to
the requirements of the United
States of America?

If meat from such abattoirs does
not reach the standards of
hygiene deemed desirable or
necessary for consumers in the
United States of America, how is it
that a lesser standard is deemed
acceptable here?

. NALDER replied:

The specific items are not known
as the abatioirs referred to come
under the control of the Com-
monwealth Department of Prim-
ary Industry and are at present
the subject of Iinvestigation by
that Department inh conjunction
with officers of the U.8. Depart-
ment of Agriculture,

State meat inspectors at export
works operate to the same stand-
ards as the Commonwealth meat
inspectors and for this purpose
are under the control of the
Commonwealth veterinary officer
in charge of each works. Conse-
quently there is only one stand-
ard of inspection and that is the
one laid down by the Department
of Primary Industry.

ELECTRICITY SUPFLIES
Units: Price
WILLIAMS, to the Minister for

Electricity:

n

@

<)

What was—

(a) the estimated average savings
per consumer resulting from
recent reductions in tariff to
country domestic consumers;

the estimated total savings
for country consumers?
What percentage difference
exists between the price paid
per unit for electricity by an
average domestic consumer in
1959 and 1970;

Is he able to compare this
with the average weekly wage
of a male person during the
same period?

What were the sales of units of
electricity by the commission in
1959 and 19707

(b

(a)

(b

—

29,

()

)

Mr.

(1}

3

(4)

8}
%)
)]

Mr,

Since 1959, on how many occa-
sions have there been reductions
in rates of electricity to con-
sumers, and what was the effect
of those reductions?

Can an estimate be given of the

effect of those savings to the con-

sumer at the present rate of out-
put?

What percentage of the total

Collie coalfields output is pur-

chased by the commission?

Approximately how many units of

domestic power would the average

weekly earnings of a male pur-
chase in—

(a) 1959;

(h) 1970?

NALDER replied:

(a) $12 per year.

(b} $600,000 per year.

(a) Calculated on metropolitan
consumers 13.3 per cent. re-
duction.

(b) The average weekly earnings
per employed male unit in
Western Australia increased
by 104.6 per cent,

1959—547.228,000 kWh.

1970—1,854,602,800 kWh.

Three reductions to tnetropolitan

and country consumers.

The 1st March, 1961. Savings to

consumers—$700,000 per year.

The 1st October, 1963. Savings to

consumers—$600,000 per year.

The 14th February, 1366. Savings

to consumers—%§154,000 per year.

Introduction of country domestic

tariff, the 1lst September, 1970.

Savings to consumers—$600,000

per year.

Saving of approximately $4,000,000

per year.

At present rate of ordering 96.5

per cent.

Calculated on metropolitan con-

SUMers-—

{(a) 1,654,

(b) 3,938,

WHEAT
Quotas
YOUNG, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1}

(2>

What cognisance has been taken
of nail claims in the assessment

of 1970-7T1 wheat quotas in

respect of—

{a} over-quotz wheat from 1969-
70 season;

(b) short-fall wheat from 1968-70
season?

When and for what reasons were
these decisions arrived at?
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Mr.

(o8]

2)

Mr.
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NALDER replied:
Up to this point of time all in-
surance claims in the 1969-T70
season shown by growers on their
1970-71 apbplications have been in-
cluded as deliveries.
(a) over quota wheat has
affected accordingly.
() shortfall has been affected
accordingly.
The original guide lines for the
Wheat Quota Committee when it
was first appointed on the 2lst
May, 1969, instructed that all sub-
stantiated insurance claims should
be regarded as deliveries when
arriving at base quotas for respec-
tive properties for the 1969-70
sSeason.
At a meeting of the Wheat In-
dustry Advisory Committee on the
19th January, 1970, it was agreed
that insurance claims should be
regarded as deliveries provided
that a full list of claims could be
obtained from insurance com-
panies for checking purposes. To
this point of time it has not been
possible for the Wheat Quoia
Committee to obtain this informa-
tion and the situation is being re-
viewed.

LIQUOR ACT
Function Permils
JAMIESON, to the Minister re-

been

presenting the Minister for .Justice:

(1

(2)

(R}

Mr.

(1>
(2)

(3}

Mr.

How many “function” permits

have been issued under the Liquor

Act, 1970, since its operation

began?

How many of these have been

granted to—

(a) social clubs
organisations;

(b) commercial interests;

{¢) private individuals?

What is the estimated cost to the
Licensing Court of the issue of
each permit?

COURT replied:

245,

(a) 203,

(h) 40,

(c) 2. .

The numbers in (1) and (2) refer

only to the Perth court. The in-

formation in respect of other

courts is not readily available,
WATER SUPPLIES -

Greenhead and Lehmans

BATEMAN, to the Minister for

or sporting

Water Supplies:

(1)

As no water bores have bheen
drilled to ascertain whether pot-
able water is available to supply
Green Heads and Lehmans, has

32.

31

34.

(2)

o)
2

Mr.
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any other area been tested and
considered as a suitable water
source to supply these two town-
sites?
If “Yes” what is the particular
area?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

No.
Answered by (1).
LIQUOR ACT
Function Permits
JAMIESON, to the Minister for

Police:

What is the estimated cost per
application coverihg inguiries and
other police depariment activities
associated with the issue of
“function” permits under the
Liquor Act, 1970?

' BOVELL (for Mr. Craig) replied:

It is not possible to arrive at an
estimated cost for each applica-
tion for function permits, as in-
quiries associated therewith are
carried out as a part of normal
police duties, and in conjunction
with other work. Depending upon
whether a previous inspection has
been made and the type of pre-
mises, inquiries for subsequent ap-
plications may not be necessary.

ROTTNEST ISLAND

Geordie Bay: Housing Development

Mr.

FLETCHER, to the Minister for

Lands:

Tir.

Will he table the plans and in
other ways give publicity thraough
the Press and T.V. media prior to
the implementation of any build-
ing project in the Geordie Bay
area?

. BOVELL replied:

The honourable member’s requesi
will be given full consideration
when plans are finalised.

ABATTOIRS

Allocation of Stock Killed
McIVER, to the Minjster for

Agriculture:

Q8

{2}
3)

4}

Are Jacksons Corio Meat Packing
1965 being given space for Killing
at Midland in preference to local
exporters?

If not, what is the position?

As it is not practieal for exporters
to operate when stock numbers
are only equal to the local de-
mand thus causing stock prices to
rise, would it not be beneficial to
the producer if in glut periods
the allocation of killing space at
Midland and Robbs Jeity were in
proportion to the numbers of
stock purchased each day or week?

If not, why not?
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35.

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) No.

(2) Each exporter is given an alloca-
tion of killing space leased on the
basis of his support to the board
in respect of mutton and beef on
a yearly bhasis.

and (4) Most export operators do
operate in the off season for both
local and export purposes, It is
logical that exporters who operafe
throughout the year be given the
percentage earned when stock
numbers are above normal.

EDUCATION

Consolidated Revenite and Capital

Ezxpenditure

Mr. WILLIAMS, to the Treasurer:

(1) What was the total expenditure

from Consolidated Revenue Pund

on education, as defined in Com-
monwealth Statistician’s publica-
tion of social services expenditure,
for each year 1959-60 to 1969-T0
inclusive, and the estimated ex-
penditure for 1970-71; and what
percentage of total Consolidated

Revenuye Fund expenditure, ex-

cluding public utilities, did this

represent?

What was the expenditure of a

capital nature on education, on a

similar basis, for the same years

as in (1) and the estimated ex-

penditure for 1970-71%

What payments were received

from the Commonwealth Govern-

ment for education for the same
years as in (1) and the estimate

for 1970-71?

Sir DAVID BRAND replied:

(1} Net expenditure under the heading
of “Education’ as publislied in the
Commonwealth Statistician’s pub-
lication Social Services Receipts
and Ezpendilure for the years
1959-60 to 1968-69 is as follows.

The figures for 1969-70 and 1970-
71 are not yvet available and esti-
mates have been provided. Ex-
penditure in each year is expressed
as a percentage of total Consoli~
dated Revenue Fund expenditure
excluding parts 13 to 16—FPubilic
Utilities.

3)

2)

3)

Amount Percent-

$ age
1959-60 20,038,000 224
1960-61 22,756,000 22.7
1961-62 25,016,000 22.7
1692-63 26,922,000 23.0
1963-64 20,941,000 235
1964-685 34,137,000 24.0
1965-66 39,257,000 24.4
1966-67 42,572,000 243
1967-68 49,653,000 26.3
1968-69 ... 56,108,000 26.5
1969-70 (Est.) 69,211,000 27.9
1970-71 (Est.) 80,347,000 28.4
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{2) The amounts provided from State
sources for capital expenditure in
each year irom 1959-60 to 1970-71,
but not necessarily expended in
those years, were—

$
1959-60 4,547,000
1960-61 6,451,000
1961-62 6.972,000
1962-63 6,832,000
1963-64 7,594,000
1964-65 8,662,000
1965-66 8,328,000
1966-67 10,220,000
1967-68 10,648,000
1968-69 11,393,000
1969-170 14,948,000
1970-71 (Est.) 17,239,000
(3) 1959-60 1,479,000
1960-61 2,167,000
1961-62 2,403,000
1962-63 2,762,000
1963-64 3,320,000
1964-65 5,073,000
1985-66 4,949,000
1966-67 6,851,000
1967-68 9,573,000
1968-69 7,561,000
1969-70 12,105,000
197071 (Est.) 13.741.000

ROADS

Mitchell Freeway: Commonweanlth
and Siote Exrpenditure

Mr. JONES, to the Minister for

Works:

(1> What amounts of Commonwealth
funds have been- expended on the
Mitchell Freeway under the Com-
monwealth Aid Roads Act for the

periods 1959-64, 1964-69 and
since 1969, on the following—
fa) consultants;

(b) surveys;

(e}
(d)
(e
()

land acquisition;
reclamation and dredging:
road works:;
drainage (sand drains):
(g) sand filling;
(h) fencing;
(1) utilities—alterations, etc.;
(i) beautification;
(k) alterations and demolitions:
(1) miscellaneous;
(rm) supervision;
(n) bridge construction?
{(2) What amount of State funds have

been expended on the Mitchell
Freeway to date on the following—

(a) land acquisition;

(b) reclamation and dredging;
(c) road works;

(d) bridge construction;

{e) drainage;

(f) sand filling and limestone;
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(g) beautification;

(h) fencing;

(i) demolitions and alterations;
()) payment to contractors;

(k) miscellaneous,

and the source from which the
funds were obtained?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

and (2) The information requested
is contained in a statement which
I request permission to table.

The statement was tabled.

- ROADS
Expenditure
JONES, fto the Minister for

Works:

What moneys have been spent by
the Government from 1959-60 to
1969-70 in the metropolitan area
on the following—

(a) acquisition of land for road
purposes;

(b} the construction of roadways;

(¢) construction of bridges;

(@) provision of traffic lights?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

to (d) The information re-
quested is also contained in a
statement which I request
permission to table.

The statement was tabled.

(a)

PRICE CONTROL

Decision of Woolworths Lid.

Mr.

(1)

)

(&3]

()

TONKIN, to the Premier:

Does he see the decision of Wool-
worths Ltd. aimed at discouraging
suppliers from charging excessive
prices at the expense of consumers
as an unprecedented move {owards
price control?

Is such action which is contem-
plated by Woolworths desirable as
a means of keeping down the cost
of living?

Is the situation with regard to the
cost of living one in which action
is necessary to control price rises?

If “Yes” should not the initiative
be taken by the Government
rather than by Individual busi-
nesses?

Sir DAVID BRAND replied:

1)

{46)

to (4) It would seem that these
questions refer to an article which
appeared in The West Australian
on Monday, the 28th September,
1970. The Government has con-
stantly stated that it does not
favour price control and does not
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intend to legislate for this pur-
pose. It does belleve In free com-
petition.

39 and 40. These questions were posivoned.
41,

This quesiion was posiponed until
Tuesday, the 20th Oclober.

COUNTRY WATER SUPPLIES

Disconnection for Non-Payment of
Rates: Grievance

MR. McIVER (Northam) [4.53 p.m.):
My egrievance is in relation to an issue
which I raised previously in the House;
but because of the increased number of
submissions I have received I bring the
matier forward once again. I refer specifi-
cally to cut-offs of domestic water
supply in country areas, and I speak with
particular reference to the town of Nor-
tham. At the outset I want to emphasise
that I am not bringing this matter for-
ward for political gain, as perhaps some
Government members might think.

I have contacted executive officers and
engineers of the Public Works Department
to discuss this very issue. In the discus-
sions each and every one of them ex-
pressed utter disgust that they had to
stand by the instructions that were issued
in relation to water cut-offs.

Plrstly, we should examine the position
of the people who are affected by such
action. Up to several weeks ago a warn-
ing was given when the payment of water
rates was not met on the due date, but
for some unknown reason the situation
at the present time is that if payment of
water rates is not met the supply is cut
off without warning to the occupier of
the residence concerned. Such action
affects many people in the Northam dis-
trict, and has humiliated people of great
integrity who have contributed greatly to
the community and lived in the town for
40 years.

I want to emphasise three cases. In
the first the maintenance officer from the
department called at the house. The
occupier tried to attract his attention by
waving her hands at the window. Un-
fortunately this woman is paralysed from
the waist down and is bedridden; and she
was not successful in attracting the atten-
tion of the maintenance officer.

It is of paramount importance for this
lady to be bathed every day, and she re-
ceives attention from the Silver Chain
sisters. When the water supply was dis-
connected she was placed in a very in-
vidious position. It would not be so bad
if the water supply was cut off when the
amount involved was high. In the three
ecases in question the amounts outstanding
were trifling, and were all under $3. I
would be the first to agree that, if people
failed to pay their water accounts for rea-
sons which were nof genuine, the water
should be cut off. However, that is not the
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position in the cases I have in mind, and
the people concerned should have been
warned beforehand. Even a person who
is convicted after a trial by a judge and
jury knows the date when he is convicted.

I cannot understand why such cases
have occurred in a town such as Northam.
where in summer months temperatures
exceeding 100 degrees are experienced on
consecutive days. It will be readily realised
at what disadvantage the occupiers of
houses to which the water supply has been
cut off are placed.

Another case concerns & lady pensioner
who came in tears to see me at my home.
When she stopped sobbing she informed
me that she did not have the $4 which
the department required to have the water
connected. I would point out to the Min-
ister that I challenge strongly the legal-
ity of this type of aetion; and if his de-
partment continues in this vein he will
have to reduce the charge for connection
to $3. I will endeavour to check this case
to the fullest extent, but I think I am
right.

I refer to section 33 (1) of the Country
Areas Water Supply Act. It states that
the Minister may disconnect in any man-
ner the supply of any water to any land
when any person refuses aor neglects, after
demand, to pay all rates and moneys due
and payable by him to the Minister for
water supplied to the land. The words “or
neglects, after demand” are used. There
they are in the Act in black and white.

When I personally took this matter up
with the Under-Secretary for Works he
said in a letter to me dated the 18th
March, 1969—

The officer eflecting the cut-off
action must personally advise the
occupier of the premises of the action
he intends taking, or if no one is
home, he must leave a notice advis-
ing the occupier of the action he has
taken.

I agree with what the Under-Secretary
for Works said, because it is justifiable;
but I do not agree with officers of the
Public Works Department discennecting
the water supply from a house without
warning because of the non-payment of
some paltry amount. Surely this Gov-
ernment has not reached such a low ebb;
and the Public Works Department is not
s0 deprived of funds that it has to attack
the sick, the crippled, and the aged!

The third case related to the joyous
occasion of a wedding. At five o’clock on
a Friday evening the maintenance officer
called at the house to disconnect the
water, because the sum of $1.75 bad not
been paid. How would members feel if the
water supply to their premises was cut
off for failure to pay trifling sums?

People are not always perfeet. Some-
times they put away accounts, and neg-
lect to make payment on the due dates.
I think it will be agreed by all that the
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people concerned in these matters should
be approached in a humane manner, and
should be permitted to make arrangements
for payment at a future date, if their
financial circumstances do not permit them
to settle the accounts.

I say in all sihecerity to the Minister
that he is not aware of the situation:
and I cannot agree with his attitude—as
indicated when he replied to a question
I asked yesterday. The Minister said in
reply to the question that he was aware
of the requirements, but did not consider
them to be unreasonable, I cannot go
along with that point of view.

I contend that the present situation
should be changed, and people should be
warhed before the water supply ito their
premises is cut off. I trust the Govern-
ment will have a look at this matter, be-
cause by its present policy it is not gain-
ing many friends in my electorate by re-
guiring the maintenance officers to take
direct action.

In all sincerity I ask that a re-examina-
tion be made of the situation. The pecple
should be given a chance to pay their
accounts, and they should at least be
warned that their water supply will be
cut off for non-payment of the rates.

MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe—
Minister for Water Supplies) [(5.01 pm.]:
This particular issue can tend to becorne
an emotional one, but I want to make it
quite clear that I believe the prineiple ol
cut-off for non-payment of water rates is
a correct one.

Mr. Lapham: For %1.75?

Mr., ROSS HUTCHINSON: I ask the
member for Karrinyup to just listen tc
what I have to say and then perhaps sub-
sequently, if his party ever gets into office
he can determine whether or not the
Labor Party is to continue the cut-ofl
action.

Mr. Tonkin: We determined it long agc
when we were in office.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I would like
to say the cut-off pattern applied ir
country areas under a Labor Government

Mr. Tonkin: Well, the Minister shoul¢
look at the flle. He does not really know
what he is talking zhout.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON:
what I am talking about.

Mr. Tonkin: Then look at the file anc
see what I said about the procedure.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I want tc
explain the procedure which applies fc
cut-off action. The normal sequence o
recovery action in all country areas is a!
follows: In the first place consumers are
given one month from the date of issw
of the account to make payment. Follow-
ing that, a final notice is sent out requiring
payment within 14 days.

I do know
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Mr. Mclver: Well, that did not occur
in the cases I have mentioned. No warning
‘whatsoever was given, and I would not be
complaining here if a warning had been
given.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The in-
formation I am supplying has been given
to me by the top officer of my department
—the Under-Secretary for Water Supplies
—-Mr. McConnell, who I believe was the
Under-Secretary for Water Supplies under
the previous Labor Administration, To
continue: If no payment is made by the
end of the 14-day period then the water
is cut off within three days. As has been
stated by officers of the department, en-
deavours are made to inform the people
concerned that their water supply is to be
cut off. At times, despite continual en-
deavours, the officers cannot discover any-
body at home.

Mr. Tonkin: Do they leave a note?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: They are
supposed to leave a note.

Mr. Tonkin: Well, do they do it?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I am the
Minister for Water Supplies—

Mr. Tonkin: So I understand.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: —and this is
the action the officers in the field are
supposed to take. I think it is logical—
those people being human beings with
somewhat the same nature as the Leader
of the Opposition—that mistakes can be
made.

Mr. Bertram: Oh!

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: What is the
matter with the memher of Mt, Hawthorn?
I did not say that he was human.

The next step is legal action, but this
is rarely necessary. There are two prime
reasons why the Government believes the
cut-off action should take place. The first
is an important one which will perhaps be
dismissed by those who do not think deeply
enough. I refer to the fact that the great
majority of people do pay their rates. Why
should a few not pay their rates and get
away with it? Why?

Mr. McIver: There are a thousand and
one reasons.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: That is all
I want: one reason.

Mr. MclIver: I have instanced the cases
applying to two invalids.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: That is the
answer I wanted from the honourable
member; because what should be done in
circumstances of difficulty or hardship, or
anything of that kind, is for the person
concerned to get in touch with.the officers
of the department.
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Dr. Henn: Or their member of Parlia-
ment,

Mr. MclIver: The Minister is missing
my point; I am not complaining about
the water being cut off, I am complaining
about no warning being given.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I have de-
tailed my knowledge of the cut-off pro-
cedure and I helieve that is the procedure
which is followed.

Mr. Jamieson: The Minister had better
have these two cas